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But let us be clear as to what is meant by being ready for
imprisonment. The day on which we are imprisoned without
being guilty, that day we should regard as auspicious. Our relatives,
too, should not be unhappy or shed tears at our imprisonment and
we should be able to look upon the hardships of jail-life as so
many comforts.
Being prepared for imprisonment also means that we should
not be disturbed if our property, is confiscated and auctioned. I
have even met "brave" men who told me that they were ready
to go to jail but not to have their property attached and that, if
it was, they would not be able to bear the loss. This state of mind
does not suggest readiness for imprisonment. Under an unjust rule,
owning property is beyond the reach of most. Only a few can
own it and these latter are partners in injustice, or become so at
the crucial moment, that is, when injustice shows itself in its true
colours. Being ready for jail, therefore, implies being unconcerned
at loss of property.
The truth is that we use the word "jail" as a synonym for suffer-
ing. Readiness for jail means nothing less than the refusal to
submit to the Government, whatever the penalty. This includes
readiness to be hanged, though ordinarily we do not understand
imprisonment to include hanging. It remains to be seen how
many are ready to fight and uphold the honour of the country
and respect for dharma even at the risk of being hanged.
The sacrifice we wish to make is a pure one. The least our
self-purification should include is
1.   acceptance of swadeshi,
2*    giving up the practice of untouchability,
3.    unreserved acceptance of truth and non-violence, and
4,    Hindu-Muslim friendship.
I should like every Congress Committee and the Khilafat
Committee to draw up their accounts on this basis.
[From Gujarati]
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